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Maria, a member of Anarchist Black Cross Kyiv speaks, just
returned from Ukraine and currently in Warsaw, Poland. We
talk about ABC Kyiv, mutual aid and refugee support, border
crossing, some information about anarchists participating in
the territorial defense, NATO, non-violent as well as armed
resistance to the Russian invasion, Russian forcibly moving
Ukrainians from Mariupol into territories they control and
other recent news stories. You can find more on how to support
Operation Solidarity and the Resistance Committee of anar-
chists participating in armed resistance to the invasion linked
in the episode notes.

The second interview is with Mira, a member of the street
punk band Bezlad and a show booker in the hardcore scene of
Kharkiv near the Russian Border. Mira talks about his leaving
of Kharkiv to L'viv to aid leftist and punk territorial defense
fighters getting protective gear, his experience of the devasta-
tion of war on the city he loves and the breakdown of solidar-
ity with antifascist and punk communities across the border
between Russia & Ukraine since the war in the Donbass and
intensifying today.

Search for this interview title at https://thefinalstrawradio.
noblogs.org/ to find links to further resources on this topic,
featured music, the audio version, and files for printing copies
of this episode.
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Maria - ABC hyv

TFSR: Thank you so much for taking the time and the space to have
this conversation with me. First off, would you please introduce your-
self to the audience with a name, even if it’s a pseudonym, any gender
pronouns, where you’re from, or where you’re at now?

Maria: I'm Maria, from ABC Kyiv, and I'm staying in Warsaw right now,
just coming from Lviv where I visited comrades and had some meetings.

TFSR: Can you tell a little bit about ABC Kyiv and the history of the
group? What work you’ve done before? What does it look like now?
How the invasion has changed it?

M: We are a relatively old collective, 10+ years old. We used to most-
ly help political refugees from neighboring countries who escaped from
Russia and Belarus. It’s not that many of them were in jail, but we were
helping them with the refugee-seeking procedure and getting into politics
in Ukraine. Now we changed because I expected they will go to Warsaw
or whatever. But they mostly joined the territorial defense units in Kyiv. So
we don’t have clients anymore, you know?

TFSR: Yeah. The history of the Anarchist Red Cross at one point in-
cluded militant support of combatants too during the Russian revolu-
tions. Right?

M: Actually, in the Makhno army, I think it appeared first.

For now, we are trying to do several types of work. First of all,
we work with another collective that provides the same kind of help to
people who decided to join the resistance, take up arms, and to fight for
people and freedom at home. It’s different kinds of support. One is that we
need to collect money, we need to buy things, humanitarian aid, medical
aid, and different stuft that people who fight need. Another part is taking
care of comrades who are relocating or choose not to because not a lot of
people lost their jobs in Ukraine. And help with relocating people to other
countries, they also may need help with a place to stay, money to live, pos-
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sibilities to find a job. That’s a lot of work. For sure, we are taking part in
it. We are not doing it as a separate collective, but rather with other ABC
collectives, and with the group called Operation Solidarity from Ukraine.

TFSR: Awesome. I know that ABC Dresden in Germany has been one
group that’s been able to funnel money towards mutual aid and de-
fense funds, which is pretty cool. It’s amazing to see ABC groups - just
from the outside, I’'m involved with an ABC group here, but we’re still
pretty focused on prisoners in the United States - to see the work that
groups are doing in Europe is pretty impressive.

What’s the situation getting back and forth with Poland if you
can talk about it? Has it been difficult because there is a long wait at
the border? How have you been received in Poland at least with the
government?

M: Surprisingly, with Poland, I crossed already twice, it was no problem
at all, both times. In Ukraine, it was much more problematic months ago,
but at the moment, it’s quite slow. Transport is late, but it’s not super dif-
ficult. I think it is difficult only for male assigned people. In Lviv, it’s also
relatively calm, which is the new calm - they have 3-4 air raid alerts per
day, which means that they expect air attacks. Sometimes there are air
attacks but the air defense systems work well. 'm actually not an expert in
weapons because I hate it. But the situation is like it is.

TFSR: Some of the questions that I’m going to be asking are related to
either the war or the armed groups because that’s an area I think that
a lot of anarchists elsewhere are interested in. But if you can’t answer
them and don’t have an answer, I understand totally.

One thing that I’ve been seeing in the news here is that Rus-
sia may be pulling back, withdrawing troops, at least in the areas near
Kyiv, back across the border to Belarus. Is that a thing that you’ve heard
about or do you have an understanding of what’s happening with that?

M: I also read today that pulled back some troops, but not all of them. Ac-
tually, they say on the news that we expect more intense fights in the next
few days. I hope that’s not true. But it can be. Also, they still attack Kyiv
and other cities from the sky. With the army, they at least stay somewhere.
But with these air attacks, it’s not clear where it will hit next time. With-
drawing troops doesn’t mean that they will stop bombing us.
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TFSR: Sure, pulling back the army could actually mean more bomb-
ing, hypothetically.

What’s your impression, having been back to Lviv, of what it’s
like to try to organize there or to be an anti-authoritarian, anti-nation-
alist group that’s trying to do organizing in the midst of an invasion
and a time that almost necessarily leads to heightened levels of nation-
alism?

M: I didn’t see that much nationalism. I was there just for a couple of days
meeting with comrades. I was not really in the streets. I know that the
Operation Solidarity group there is very well-organized.

There was one stupid small attack by young Nazis on our com-
rades near a shop, where they were waiting in line to buy stuft for guys
from the territorial defense. It was shocking, but they were some small
idiots. It’s not that they really hunt there or whatever. I think Nazis are
busy, the same as leftist people. We are not very much interested in each
other, at this point, at least.

TFSR: What I’'m seeing from the Telegram channel from Operation
solidarity is that the attacker was from Misanthropic Division, and the
comrade had a broken finger out of it.

M: He had a broken finger on his hand was wish he was packing medical
supplies and other things for the army. It seems very unpatriotic to do it.
It’s sabotage, in my opinion. I'm very surprised. I already started think-
ing about some conspiracy. Maybe they’re paid by Putin because it seems
stupid to do it.

TFSR: Well, Nazis are stupid.

In your experience, how is the support from abroad into Oper-
ation Solidarity been going? There’s still a need, but they’ve been list-
ing on their social media that they’ve been receiving- They went out
and bought helmets, they went out and bought various forms of armor.
Is the fundraising still going on? Has that been successful so far?

M: I would say it’s quite successful. But it always can be that if we have
more money, we will buy better stuff for people, if we have more people,
will still need to buy new things for them. Also, most people cannot work,
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renting rooms in Western Ukraine is very difficult, it is crazy expensive.
Because so many people came there. Prices went high. There are still peo-
ple there, their families and in the worst situation, you can expect that
most of the people will lose their jobs. We also help with this part.

With medical things, you need to buy new ones from time to
time, and we hope to have much more people. We have more people now
compared to two months ago. I hope it will be much more, that is why for
sure they still do fundraising and we still do fundraising for them. Other
groups also do fundraising. I'm very satisfied with working together with
them.

TFSR: I want to talk again about the armed organizing that people are
doing, but there have been stories of lots of examples in this conflict
of people taking unarmed actions against the war effort, for instance,
the mutual aid and the medical support that you’re talking about, or
blockades to slow the advance of tanks outside of major cities, massive
street protests, including those that have been fired upon by Russian
troops, the Belarusian anti-war sabotage on train infrastructure that’s
been supplying Russian troops. Are there other examples or any that
stand out to you of the unarmed mutual aid that you’ve been impressed
with, that people should know about?

M: I'm not sure I understood all the points you mentioned. Because if
your English is too perfect for me.

With the sabotage in Belarus, it is not militant, but for Belarus, it’s
already a lot. For us, I think that we are not concentrated on these points.
For me, it’s literally like fascists in the 30’s and 40’s are coming. People
want to have arms and to fight back. I would not say that we are working
on any anti-militant or whatever actions. We have a consensus that we
need to fight with arms.

I know that there are protests in occupied cities. I don’t think that
they decided to be very anti-militant, they just don’t have a choice. But the
Russian army may actually shoot this protest. It’s only peaceful from one
side.

TFSR: One of the groups, to my understanding, that’s been organizing
in Ukraine for the armed self-defense is Black Flag (Chernyi Prapor)?
Can you talk a little bit about the organizing and training that they’ve
been doing that you know of, and as an anarchist grouping, how they’ve

The Final Straw Radio / Two Radical Voices from Ukraine



6 of 20

been relating to the territorial defense of the Ukrainian military?

M: I'm not that much in contact with them, it is a group from Lviv, as far
as I know, a relatively small one. I'm not in personal contact with these
people. That’s why I don’t really know how they do it.

I think one of the biggest collectives is the Resistance Committee.
They’re also groups of people here and there in different territorial de-
fense units trying to organize together, like three-five people. I know this
better.

I also know about people from Kharkiv, I knew them before, but
I’'m not in contact at the moment. I know that there is a group in Kharkiv
that is fighting in the territorial defense unit in Kharkiv, which is a hot
spot. I also know anarchists who individually went to the army, for exam-
ple, my friend, who is actually also one of these refugees, a non-Ukrainian
citizen, went to fight the first morning, and he is stationed separately from
us, but we still support him.

TFSR: Do you have a sense of how it is for them to relate to the fact that
the territorial defense has a relationship with the Ukrainian military?
How much autonomy they’re able to keep in that or any lessons that
you’ve heard about how they’ve been able to try to keep that autono-
my?

M: From talking to people, it seems it works quite well. They are not
pressuring much and it feels like for other people there is a possibility for
some autonomy. They are much less hierarchically structured. The army
might pay less attention to this. But officially, they are part of the army. But
there is actually no other way to organize because if you just take a gun
and go to the street, they will think you are a subversive and kill you. Even
historically, with the partisan movement, they’re actually always connect-
ed to the army to some extent. I don’t think it’s possible to really do it in
parallel without any agreements.

TFSR: A few weeks ago, I was seeing stories online about foreigners
coming to Ukraine to try to fight and defend it, getting shuffled into
the military, or being pressured to sign contracts of service similar to
conscription. Have you heard about this being the case for folks that
have tried to join anarchist formations? Are they able to get in? Or do
they just get funneled into the general military or territorial defense
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M: I think the problem you're talking about is more about people who
are going to the International Legion. I heard that people went to join
a Belarusian unit, but I was not following the topic. Because I'm trying
to concentrate on people I know, comrades, and things I can influence.
I came across something like this in the media, but I haven’t heard any
people I know who complained about it. But for people from the Inter-
national Legion, which I think is separate, maybe it’s a problem for them.

TFSR: Another thing that I wanted to ask about, and it’s okay if you
don’t have a comment on it or an understanding, but there was a video
released recently that appeared to show the Ukrainian military shoot-
ing Russian prisoners in the legs extra-judicially. Have you heard
about this or heard sentiments from other Ukrainians or people in the
region about captured soldiers getting shot in that way?

M: Ieven didn’t hear about it, to be honest. I can imagine it can happen.
For example, a friend of mine was telling me that when he was taking part
in the evacuation of the occupied and besieged cities around Kyiv. It was
the third week of war already and before he was rather in a better mood.
But at that moment, he was really like “They are murdering kids. They’re
raping women.” He saw the bodies of women on the streets. They [Russian
troops] don’t want to fight with the army, they want to fight civilians. My
friend was angry and didn’t feel mercy for them anymore. But then you
just go out from there thinking and feel that you are a human and you
should follow the humane way of thinking and acting. But I can imagine
that after everything people saw. But I didn’t hear about what you men-
tioned.

I'm sad, I don’t want that to happen. But it’s very complicated.
When you talk about these things theoretically from somewhere abroad,
it’s one thing, but when the war is coming to your place, it’s totally anoth-
er thing.

TFSR: That makes sense.

You mentioned children being killed. Some stories were cir-
culating, I think they were sourced from the Ukrainian government
about Russia importing thousands of civilians and children from oc-
cupied territories within Ukraine into Russia. Have you heard of this?

The Final Straw Radio / Two Radical Voices from Ukraine



8 of 20

M: Yes. Many people from Kherson, which is the biggest occupied city,
and Mariupol which is besieged. My friend’s parents were sent from Mar-
iupol to Donetsk or Russia, she lost contact with them. It’s been five days
now. They just put them on the bus. The besieged Mariupol and people
couldn’t have access to drinking water and food. I think they demoralize
them, but the people still didn’t want to go. They just take them to the
bus, some of them could call and say, “Your parents were forcefully put on
this bus, they will get in touch when they can.” But no one is reaching out
these days. Then they’re sending a message that they’re in Russia. Today
at the train station, I talked to people from Kherson, they’re telling the
same, the few people who managed to escape.

TFSR: You can’t really guess about the strategy or the reasoning be-
hind that, whether it’s to just depopulate areas, to make them easier
to occupy, or if it’s about trying to forcibly settle people to new areas.

M: They’re not deporting all the people. For me, making the city empty
is not the reason. As for Bucha and Hostomel, I heard the opposite - they
don’t let people out. They make them too afraid to try to go out by bomb-
ing the humanitarian corridor, for example, because they actually want
them to stay. Then it is difficult for the Ukrainian army to shoot because
they’re inside together with civilians. Maybe there are other reasons, but
they also try to use them for propaganda. They are filming people, they’re
giving them a text to read. A woman was complaining about Azov and
Medusa published several videos, and you see that she’s actually telling
the story they forced her to tell because they didn’t do it in one shot.

TFSR: Forcing some of the people that they’re holding to act in front
of the camera to say, “Oh, yes, I’'m so happy that the Russians are here”,
something that the Russian government can show back in the media.

M: Mostly they want their people to see that look, here are refugees from
bad Ukraine coming to good Russia. Today I heard several stories from
people who were going to stay with families in Belarus. If they did it the
same day, I think it was something on the media in Belarus, that you
should care about your Ukrainian relatives. Relatives from Belarus are
calling to say that they should come over. “Here you at least will speak
your language, blah, blah, blah.” And people are coming because it’s their
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families, not because they want to move to Belarus.

Today I met a woman, she said, “My daughter and grandchildren
are there. It’s my chance to see my two-year-old grandson.” On the one
hand, she is going to this place from which we are bombed, on the other
hand, we all mixed, for the older people, it looks fine. And then in the
media, they create 100 people from 10 people saying that thousands of
refugees from Ukraine are coming from Ukraine to Russia and Belarus.

TFSR: A lot of people in the last six weeks have left Ukraine, and have
withdrawn to find other safer places to go to. But I’ve also heard re-
ports that people are coming back to Ukraine for defending it from the
invasion or fighting back or trying to collect what they left behind. Is
this a thing that you’ve heard about too?

M: I know several people who went back because, when they came here,
they put them to live in a stadium, and then you leave with 500 people
after being shocked and bombed. I think your psychological condition is
not very stable. There is already a lack of places. I know that Germany and
Poland and today I asked a person who stayed in the Netherlands, she said
the same that they actually stayed in barracks or whatever. Volunteers do
care about them and give them food, but they cannot live there forever.
And they read the same news as me and you.

I know a person who wants to go back to Kyiv to my district and
I know that it’s been very loud there the last few weeks. But she has ani-
mals, she cannot let them out and she lives in a barrack. She has them in
transporter cages. I think it’s very different for different people. But some
people just cannot live like this. For some people, it’s better to go with the
risk to die rather than stay in a camp.

TFSR: Switching topics a bit, the far-right elements, since the Maidan,
have been coalescing and doing armed training and participating on
both sides in the war in the Donbas. There are armed formations that
are anti-fascist & anarchist, and that have been trying to hold that
space separate from the far right, and I guess push back against that
being normalized and also make safer spaces. One thing that was hap-
pening at the start of the war that I read about was that supporters of
the Arsenal Kyiv football club, the Hoods Hoods Clan were starting to
support armed resistance. They were known by some as being a more
anti-fascist football club. As I understand, they’ve begun working more

The Final Straw Radio / Two Radical Voices from Ukraine



10 of 20

with right-wing nationalist formations. I've seen pictures of members
throwing up the Svoboda three-finger salute. Are you aware of this?
Can you talk about what your understanding is among the folks that
are staying back and doing armed defense? How difficult it is to hold
your ethics in this situation when you’re being shot at?

M: I'm not in direct contact with those people, because my comrades are
mostly anarchists. There are some anarchists among them, but it’s not an
anarchist group. I hope that it is some individuals who are doing it, I don’t
think it can be the whole group, but I should check. The group is quite
big, and from time to time, new people join. I don’t think they can control
people that much. I would ask today, that’s interesting. As I was on the
way, and I was in the Lviv without Internet, I don’t know all the news. But
it sounds problematic for me is if it’s true, I would not be happy.

TFSR: It’s pretty clear to me that the aggressive invasion of territory
and bombing of cities by the Russian military is a terrible thing that
should be fought against. I totally respect people defending their ter-
ritory and defending the spaces they live in, their families, the people
around them, and their communities. In the West, it’s difficult for peo-
ple in countries that are NATO countries to figure out how to relate
to this in a way that puts us aside from supporting NATO interven-
tion. I know the weapons that are getting sent in are helping territorial
defense fight back the invasion. But do you have any thoughts about
how people in countries that are NATO nation-states, besides sending
funding, should be helping to resist the invasion without simultane-
ously working in a way that justifies imperialist Western militaries?

M: Sending money is nice. People can go to fight against fascists them-
selves. It’s an individual decision, but it’s always possible. With this NATO
question, I'm very surprised how often I hear it because do you really
think that all these leftists have an influence on these decisions?

TFSR: As far as influencing the way that NATO operates? No, but also,
in the United States, the position that the US takes is that the Ukrainian
government should be supported. It’s not about creating space for an
anarchistic society there but those two things overlap in terms of stop-
ping people from dying. The US for instance, where I’m living, and
where I’m from uses humanitarian intervention regularly to justify
the continued growth of the US military. It’s not just about necessarily
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helping people defend themselves from an invasion or from a terrorist
group or from whatever. But it becomes a part of a larger plan that fu-
els the big industries of war in this country. That’s what I’m getting at
in wondering if you have any views about it.

M: Russia openly says on the propagandist TV that they should bomb
Washington. I'm not sure that the US TV says something like this, that
they should throw somewhere a nuclear bomb. I think was these two,
one went much more aggressive, at least with the rhetoric. I think that
thinking about geopolitical is just practically totally not useful. Because
that’s actually the context they’re given to people to distract their atten-
tion. For example, I hear the question about NATO much more often
than the question if all the comrades are alive. Maybe it’s because I'm not
that good with the theories. But for me, it’s a very strange situation, when
people want to talk about this NATO thing that much in a situation where
they can actually not really influence it. I think that as anti-authoritarian
leftists and anarchists, we should be much more focused on the things we
can influence in our lives, and less on the topics given to us from the top,
on TV. It is just my opinion, but I feel like this.

TFSR: Super helpful. Do you think it’s useful for people who can take
off and maybe a train or whatever to come to join territorial defense
and try to support anarchist groups?

M: Yes. You can contact all the groups we discussed online, they have
websites, Telegram channels, etc. You should ask them, not me. But I
think there is a possibility, people who are looking for it can find it with-
out my help.

TFSR: Maria, also would it be helpful to share any information further
about how to contact ABC Kyiv, or you’ve mentioned operation soli-
darity, I can put more information in the show notes and announce
that.

M: The Operation Solidarity has a chatbot if you need to contact them.
TFSR: Is there anything that I didn’t ask about that you want to say

right now?
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M: I think we all start to think about how this happened. With Russia,
with what is going on? How we have new fascism, because all my life I was
asking questions about what happened to Germans in the previous cen-
tury? I'm asking myself what happened, and how we didn’t see it before
they attacked so many countries. Now they also attacked my city, because
the country was attacked already eight years ago. I think we should really
work somehow that it will never happen a third time, or whatever time is
next time?

I hope we will win. I hope my comrades in Russia and Belarus
will be released from jails. I do hope we will find a way to stop these things
from happening. Because for me, one of the most problematic parts is that
actually, the Russian society supports what is going on.

TFSR: I hope for those things, too. Again, thank you very much for
taking the time to have this conversation.

M: Thank you for asking.

Mir, - lertist punk trom Rharkiv

Mira: Some people know me by the name Mira. I'm from Kharkiv city,
which is in the east of Ukraine. Right now, 'm in Lviv.

TFSR: You’ve been in Lviv for a little bit now, like a month or so, right?

Mira: Yes. For the first 11 days of the war, we stayed in Kharkiv. Then we
moved to Dnipro using suburban trains with transfers and spent some
time in Dnipro and then went to Lviv using an evacuation train. It took
like 21 hours to get here. Some of our friends were just staying in the ves-
tibule of the train without a seat because was all crowded. It was a long,
long way. We made it to Lviv. Lviv is a much better place to stay because
we could do something here. It feels more like a regular peaceful place. We
have some air raid alerts from time to time, and sometimes missiles get
here too. But for the most part, it feels like a regular peaceful time. From
here, it’s easier to coordinate the different types of work, volunteer work,
and mutual aid work. It’s more productive and successful to be here, to
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get stuff, to meet people, and to send all the stuff further to other parts of
Ukraine.

TFSR: Kharkiv, where you’re from and where you left is just right
across the border from Russia. I know it’s been the center of a lot of re-
ally intense battles between the Ukrainian military and lots of shelling
and cluster munitions from the Russian military. Is that right?

Mira: Absolutely. Honestly, when a few years ago, in Kharkiv, I and my
friends did lots of punk and hardcore shows, including one of the biggest
events in our country, Kharkiv Hardcore Fest, which is a few days event,
and some bands from abroad that would come to play in Kharkiv were
asking, “Aren’t you afraid that you are really close to Russia?” While we
already had the military invasion in the eastern part of Ukraine, part of
Donbas, it was already occupied, but we still were sure that it won’t go
deeper into the country. When people from Finland, and Poland asked
us that, we said, “Yes, we are okay” We didn’t believe that Putin and the
Russian military government would really be so crazy to start a full-scale
war. Actually, we were surprised to witness what started on February 24.

TFSR: I’'m glad that you and your friends were able to make it out.
That sounds really, really scary.

Mira: Actually, I just want to add a few words, that since the beginning of
the war, the police and army were trying to keep some order at the railway
station, because so many people come in, they panic, and the place is too
crowded and too many people stayed at the railway station. There were
a lot of police and army to make things go smooth and try to keep some
order.

That’s why we tried to use suburban train stations because we
didn’t want to spend and unbelievable amount of time in the line. Be-
cause children, women, and elderly people, go first. If you are military age
between 18 and 60, you are the last one to get on the train. We decided
not to even try to go to the main station. We preferred to walk with our
backpacks and stuff to the nearest suburban train station and get on the
suburban trains. One day, we just went to see how it goes, if the trains
actually pass by. Just to check it without backpacks, how it goes. When
you're staying on the platform and it’s a pretty open space and you can
hear the air raid alerts and the sounds of explosions. It’s not comfortable
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to stay there, because you never know where the next missiles going to
drop.

We made it there, we took one train, we made it to Krasnohrad
and spent four or five hours there waiting for another train, and then go to
Dnipro right before the curfew time. My friend from Dnipro met us with
the car and brought us to the apartments just five minutes before the cur-
few time. That’s how we made it to Dnipro. Then we took the evacuation
train from there for Lviv, 10 days later.

TFSR: You were there after the war started in Kharkiv. And you’ve
been to some of these cities before, I would imagine, as a traveling mu-
sician, among other things. Can you talk about what it’s been like to
see places that you’re familiar with suddenly devastated in these ways?

M: That’s really hard to express the feelings, which you get when you see
the city you love, the city that you have lots of stuff in common, which
you associate with yourself, and you see that everything around is being
ruined by the air raids, by multiple launcher systems. To see the histori-
cal city center being ruined, and to see regular residential neighborhoods
being ruined. You can’t look at it without tears. That’s really tough. Every
day, we hoped this will be the last day when they do the bombing and
shelling and dropping air bombs. But the following day, it was just getting
worse and worse. When we were thinking about how long it could take to
rebuild everything which was destroyed, hoping that will end soon, the
next day is coming and we see even more destruction. That’s really painful
and tearful to see.

Honestly, the first two days we were scared, then the fear changed
for hate and anger toward the people who are doing this. We tried to find
the ingredients to do Molotov cocktails and stuff like that because we
thought they would be in the city soon and we might need that stuff. But
actually, the armed forces youre doing a pretty good job defending the
city on the ground. Even those groups of Russian troops who managed to
get into the city were eliminated. The main threat was coming not from
the troops on the ground, but from the launchers that launched rockets
and from the air bombing. The Molotov cocktails wouldn’t really help. We
were sitting without any possibility of resistance, because in my group, we
have five people, and none of us has military experience. The territorial
defense was accepting volunteers only with military experience, so you'd
be more useful for the defense. Since none of us had that, we were not ac-
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cepted. Actually, the territorial defense was pretty full of people, and they
didn’t even need more, because a lot of people were willing to defend their
city, their land, and their country against the aggressor. That’s why the
territorial defense pretty much all over Ukraine is packed with volunteers.
They’re not really accepting new applicants for that.

So we were just sitting without really any use. Since every day it
was getting tougher and tougher, we decided to go somewhere else, to
leave the city until it gets a bit better because the missiles started getting
all around the city, not just the suburbs, not just the neighborhoods closer
to Russia, to the ring road, but also in the center, all the neighborhoods,
including mine, which is close to the city center. There was already some
destruction in my neighborhood as well. That’s why we decided to move
to be useful in something else, not just sitting in the basement and listen-
ing to the sounds of the explosions.

TFSR: What activities have you been up to since you’ve been in Lviv?
Is that at all connected to the work that you were doing before the war
started in your community? I know some people start off doing, be-
fore the pandemic, for instance, were doing mutual aid work of one
sort, like feeding people. Then after, in the US at least, have changed.
They’ve just modified what they’re doing. Was there any connection
between what you’re doing now and what was going on before?

M: We are doing totally different things now, because being a booker for
shows is not something we would do here, and I had some small business
rental for live events, I had my equipment in several clubs, and that is
what I was doing besides booking my shows. Definitely, that’s absolute-
ly not timely, nobody needs that. We just do what people actually need.
While organizing the shows and the festival in Kharkiv, we have pretty
much a big following on our facebook page and Instagram. I know that
some people we met in shows, now are in territorial defense or in the
armed forces, and I know that some people are lacking protective gear
and lots of other items, not just knee/elbow protectors and bulletproof
vests, but a lot of other stuff needed to be alive and to be productive in
their defensive activity. Right now, the only thing that we are doing is try-
ing to find the stuff our friends need and buy it and send it to them. It is
just volunteer work, and it’s definitely not anything close to what we did
before the war started.
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TFSR: Especially in a war zone, I'm sure it’s really difficult. Here, it’s
difficult to find some of that stuff at reasonable and affordable prices. I
can’t imagine how hard it would be to source night vision gear or ther-
mal imaging stuff in the middle of a war. From what you can talk about
with it, is it just the prices that are really difficult? Or is it getting it off
of captured or fallen Russian troops? What does it look like?

M: Most all the Russian troops that I've seen online don’t have that stuff,
either. Since I toured with my bands a lot, I met people in Europe, with
whom we stayed in touch till now. After the war started, some people
started sending me messages, asking what was going on, and offering
some help. That really saves lives now. With these contacts, we managed
to work on the logistics of buying stuff, collecting money, and sending
that to people who can buy that. Some of the volunteers are coming from
Germany, and Poland to Lviv where we meet and get the stuff and send it
further. The personal contacts, which I got in peaceful life before the war
now really help to get what we need.

TFSR: So you’re mentioning booking gigs and shows and playing
shows in the punk and hardcore scene in Kharkiv. Touring. Just look-
ing back to what that scene in that community has been like for you -
it'd be interesting to hear what the music scene was like?

M: Well, it’s pretty much a copy of a Western scene just on a smaller
scale. Since the scene was born here much later than in the US or Europe,
it’s younger but it shares the same ideals. I know that in the United States,
some micro scenes just don’t care about anything. Some are really polit-
ical, pay attention to political issues, and some are there just for music.
When in Ukraine, they started to develop, it was very political starting in
2005 to 2015. Now, it was getting less, but we always were paying attention
to who is in our shows, because we were always against any discrimina-
tion practices. We were not happy to see anyone with any Nazi symbols,
in 90% of our shows, we specifically mentioned that Nazis are not wel-
come. Such people even don’t come because in most cases, they under-
stand what views we have, so to avoid conflict, they just don’t come to our
shows. There was a lot of physical confrontation in Kharkiv as well, years
before, after the Maidan in 2014, actually, the number of confrontations
got smaller and since 2014, it’s just calmed down. We didn’t really have
big problems. There were some people wearing Nazi streetwear brands
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and stuff like that, trying to come to shows. They were just turned off at
the entrance and didn’t get in. Years before, we had big fights in 2009-12.
Sometimes we had fights with 40 people on one side and 50 people on the
other side. But it’s calmed down with time.

Actually, at this moment, Nazis have their own hardcore scene
developing. The fun fact is that they listen to a lot of good bands, but they
do shows and they play and they support ideas, which those bands actu-
ally absolutely don’t support. I know some Nazis from Dnipro were trav-
eling to Poland to see the band Backtrack and Agnostic Front, Madball,
and stuff like that. When they go to Europe to see these bands, they shut
the fuck up and don’t even show that they are right-wing sympathizers.
But when they are back in Ukraine, in Dnipro, they have such symbols
and T-shirts at their shows. But that’s an absolutely different scene and we
don’t cross our paths. They don’t come to our shows. We don’t come to
their shows.

TFSR: I saw Stiff Little Fingers once perform. They stopped the per-
formance partway through and just started railing against Nazis and
saying that “If any racists are here, you need to understand that you
don’t understand the lyrics that we’re singing. Because we hate you.
You need to go. Youre not welcome here.” I've seen like recordings a
few times of Dropkick Murphys in the US also making that statement
or going down and beating up Nazis that are in the crowd. I think it’s
really important and really impressive when people use that platform
to be very clear that that is not what they’re about.

M: At our shows frontmen of some bands clearly talk about that. Even if
there is some person in the audience who also goes to some Nazi shows.
That happens, we don’t know everyone. They just stay in there listening
and don’t show who they are. But maybe that will help them realize some-
day what real punk and hardcore are about and what it is against. Maybe
when some people accidentally get to the show with some friends, big
shows where you can’t recognize everyone. Maybe these people see how
hardcore punk bands play and what they are saying, and what are their
views on racism, homophobia, and stuft like that. Maybe they change
their minds. The time will show, you never know.

TFSR: Do people at your shows or at the shows in the Kharkiv hard-
core scene table literature and stickers and stuff like that?
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M: We don’t have sticker culture, we don’t have our clubs or something.
It could be five shows in five different locations. It’s not really popular to
put a lot of stickers around, because people in the clubs don’t like any
political stickers, just to avoid losing clients. There is one club that we
boycott, and we don’t do shows there. We don’t come there, because they
allow right-wing bands to play there. It’s conveniently located. It’s a pretty
good sound. But the owner is weird and we had conversations before. He
was saying that he’s against any politics and that fascists will never have an
event at his club. Then later, we have videos of people doing Nazi salutes
there. It is just one instance, he says it is just business, he is doing business
and doesn’t care about anything else.

TFSR: That sounds like stuff here.
M: I believe that happens, often, everywhere.

TFSR: If people here want to support- In the other segment that we’re
airing from Maria, who’s currently in Warsaw, we mentioned Opera-
tion Solidarity, and also the Resistance Committee. A lot of their work
is based out of Kyiv. Are there any other groups that you would suggest
people send money to distribute, to get defensive implements, like hel-
mets and vests out to the Lviv? Or do those groups work with you all
in Lviv?

M: Yes, Operation Solidarity works in Kyiv and Lviv. We cooperate on
some issues. We know each other, but they have a bigger following and
more people. They are concentrated mainly on helping left-wing people
in the scene whom they know. At Kharkiv Hardcore, we don’t check how
left you are, if you call yourself an anarchist, or just if we know the person
and if you know this person was at our shows, and you know the person
is fighting or is going to fight soon, we help this person. That’s the differ-
ence. But we share the same values, we share the same views. We cooper-
ate also on some issues. I think we’ll just develop this cooperation further.

TFSR: Is there anything that I didn’t ask about that you want to talk
about?

M: Maybe just the thing that I need to mention is that 10 years ago, I
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would say before the Maidan 2014, before the Russian invasion, the first
Russian invasion started in 2014 when they occupied the Crimea and part
of Donetsk and Luhansk Region. Before that, we considered our scene -
of Ukraine and Russia - as one scene. I mean the scene in music and ideo-
logical terms, the antifascist scene, and the music punk hardcore scene.
But after that, our paths started to go in different directions. We have
fewer connections and less and less understanding of what’s going on in
Ukraine. I had lots of contacts in Russia. After this full-scale war started,
I got messages just from a few people from Russia. I understand that they
now have a dictatorship, and they’re not allowed to say anything publicly
and to voice their opinion if it’s against the official line of the government.
But anyway, still, some people have a really weird position. Some people
don’t say anything, some people say something that demonstrates they
don’t understand at all what is going on in Ukraine, but they still keep
trying to hold some position.

I don’t want to name the bands we have some questions to. But
the main thing is that, unfortunately, after this conflict, the relations, and
the attitudes to the Russian people would not be the same, because offi-
cially, 70% of the population of Russia supports their president. I under-
stand they eat a lot of propaganda and are pretty fooled by it. But anyway,
the result of it is the real war which we have right now. Unfortunately, all
big bands, even in the punk and hardcore scene of Russia, didn’t show any
position. They don’t call the aggressor aggressor. That’s really disappoint-
ing. I don’t know if we are able to communicate after this war is over.

TFSR: That makes a lot of sense. I guess it’ll take a lot of work on the
Russian side, the Russian hardcore and anti-fascist scene to try to- It
seems really complicated over there. But that’s not to make any apolo-
gies. As you said, they live under a dictator. That’s hard, but I hope that
they do the work to recognize and listen to your voices.

M: I just want to add that there are bands in Russia, that tour in Europe,
and they try to sit on two stools at the same time. They don’t want to
call the aggressor the aggressor. They also try to show that they are for
peace, but they’re not saying who is ruining the peace. That’s a problem.
When these bands announced European tours, I'm afraid that the agen-
da wouldn’t be correct. Because some people in Europe hate the United
States so much that they refuse the right of Ukraine to subjectivity. They
call it the concept of the United States and Russia, two empires, and they
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don’t care about Ukraine. They hate the United States so much that they
don’t give a fuck about Ukraine at all. That’s why some people in Europe
are supporting and eating it and spreading Kremlin’s propaganda. They’re
so anti-imperialist, that they are okay with Ukraine being destroyed.

TFSR: Yeah, it’s a funny way to identify an empire, not as someone
going in and invading another place because they say that they have
a historical relationship and that that other place actually belongs to
them, which Putin has done by saying, “Lenin was wrong. The Tsar
was right. Stalin was right. Ukraine is a place for us to make decisions
about.”

M: Yes.

TFSR: Mira, thank you so much for this conversation and I am excit-
ed to share it. Are there any other links, do you want to mention your
band name? It’s okay if you don’t. Or anything that listeners might fol-
low.

M: Well, if you're into punk rock, if you like street punk and oi, you
should check out the band I am in right now. It’s called the Bezlad. While
in Lviv, three of us are here out of five people, and we’ll try to make some
new songs about current events. With the help of local folks who will fill
in, we will try to record something. Also, we have a plan to play at a bomb
shelter. That’s something new that we never experienced. Hope that will
work. If you're interested in punk, check it out, and stay in touch if you
feel like it.

TFSR: We’ll be featuring a song at the end of this interview so folks
can listen in to one track by that band. All right. Well, thanks a lot. I
hope you keep safe and good luck to you and yours. I hope the war
ends soon.

M: Thank you so much. Thank you for your attention. Thank you for

speaking out about this. For spending your time to let people know what’s
going on and let them hear Ukrainian voices on what’s going on here.
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